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made which in time can be developed into a centre from
which knowledge can be radiated into the village homes.
The women are eager enough to learn ; the only problem
is to find teachers. There is plenty of stuff to read aloud
and discuss—a chapter of Socrates in an Indian Village?
a page of the district newspaper, or some of the many
printed leaflets issued—and once this begins, more and
better stuff will soon be written.
Let all those ladies who have the advantage of education,
culture, wealth or leisure join in and help. They can help
by visiting the struggling village worker to encourage and
advise her, and by themselves joining in the weekly meeting
when they happen to be within reach. They can visit
girls' schools, cheer up the lonely teacher, and brighten the
day for the little girls. They can help by forming them-
selves into a district committee to organize and encourage
women's village societies, to provide literature, flower-
seeds,2 pictures, material and money for them, to advise
Government and local bodies in all matters of female and
infant welfare work and to help in organizing it. Women's
work can only be done by women and only women can say
what ought to be done.
Co-operation can help here. If village men require
co-operative organization, much more so do village women,
to provide their wants, to bring them knowledge and
skilled assistance, and to enable them to voice their needs.
There is no reason why the Women's Institute or Associa-
tion should not be a registered co-operative society—and
there is every reason why it should be, as this will mean
permanence, and skilled and sympathetic assistance and
supervision. The female co-operative staff should, of
1	See also Socrates Persists in India and Socrates at School.
2	See p. 53.

